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Abstract:

In 2003 the branch of legal science has accomplished severa things as planned,
in addition to its regular programs reviewing and giving grants to research projects, as
well as supporting and evaluating the ELSI study groups etc. The first has to do with
the search for the paradigm of legal science by facilitating broad discussions in the
law communities. A study on evaluation methodology of legal periodicals has been
carried out. It begins with comparing the structure and performance of lega
periodicalsin the US, Japan, Germany and Taiwan, to highlight our problems. The
development of legal science in Taiwan is constrained in the long run by its very
disadvantageous small scale of both production and consumption. The study finds that
the structure of our legal periodicals has made it worse, with university law school as
main publishers, therefore by nature in a more general form, without specializingin
any specific legal field. Low grade of specialization makes intense and effective
interaction in the legal community quite difficult. It has therefore come to the
conclusion that evaluation should be made in a separate way, leaving specialized
journals more room to stand on its feet and flourish. We encourage further a group to
study on unifying forms of notesin legal writing, hoping that a kind of Taiwan's Blue
Book would come to birth in short time. As to the planned exchange of civil law
professors, it had to be postponed owing to an epidemic of SARS. However an
international conference on Taiwan's legal history was held at the end of the year with
great success.
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