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Conflicts of interest are situations where financial and/or other personal considerations
have the potential to compromise or bias professional judgment and objectivity. The “interest”
does not necessarily mean “financial interest,” and a conflict of interest can happen at both
individual and institutional levels. Conflict of interest issues are important not only because
they may lead to harm to particular research participants, but also because they may damage
scientific integrity and the pursuit of the truth. On a social level, they may reduce the trust and
confidence that people generally have in research. This project focuses on the conflict of
interest situations that happen in human subjects research in biomedicine and health science, and
it will pay special attention to the proper roles, responsibilities, and professional conduct of
researchers.  This project has first explored the nature and causes of conflicts of interest and
examined their different types and possible different implications. The project has also analyzed
the existing policies/regulations that respond to these implications in Taiwan, and unfortunately
the foregoing analyses find the existing ones totally insufficient and even ignorant of the conflict
of interest issues.

In this year, the PI of this project cooperate with the Center for Survey Research (CSR),
Academia Sinica to conduct empirical studies on Taiwanese people’s attitude and understanding
of conflict of interest (COI) in biomedical research. Special focus is on whether and how the
COI undermines the public’s trust in the research enterprise and physicians. To date a
preliminary survey of 141 subjects has been finished, and the official survey that expects to
survey a random sample of 1,500 Taiwanese people is ongoing. The survey result may shed
some light on the policy and management of COI that we should develop to ensure public’s trust
in biomedical research, and the PI intends to compare the findings with the findings of similar
surveys in other countries to see whether there is any cultural or social difference, and if there is
what the policy implications may be.
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Abstract

Should Potential Subjects Be Informed Researchers’ Financial
Interests and Their Funding Sources?
-- Reflections from the Results of a Survey in Taiwan

Hung-En Liu

Background
Since 1980s, medical research collaborations between industry and academia have been

increasing substantially.  Since more and more studies are sponsored by pharmaceutical
companies and other for-profit entities, and some researchers hold significant financial interests
in the results of their studies, the notion of conflict of interest becomes more relevant than ever.
Nevertheless, whether the researchers should disclose their funding sources and financial interests
to potential subjects in the informed consent process remains a controversial issue.  Furthermore,
due to insufficient empirical data, little is known about the perspectives of potential subjects.

This paper aims to explore what Taiwanese people think regarding relevant topics.

Methods

The author collaborated with Academia Sinica using Taiwanese Household Registry Database to
conduct a pilot survey of a random sample of 150 Taiwanese adults. Survey questions were
designed to discover whether they knew of the facts that many medical studies nowadays are
funded by industry and that some researchers hold financial interests in the results of their studies,
whether their willingness to participate in research may be affected by these facts, and whether
their trust in the results of medical research may differ because of these facts.

Results

Vast majority (74.4%) responded that they knew many medical studies nowadays are funded by
industry.  Among those who were willing to participate in medical research, 44.4% said that
they might hesitate if they had been told the medical study was funded by industry, and 74.4%
might hesitate if they had been told the researcher held financial interests in the results of the
study. In addition, respondents’ trust in the results of medical research decreased significantly if
the medical study was funded by industry or the researcher held financial interests in the results
of the study.

Conclusion

Potential subjects are apparently concerned about the funding sources of and the researchers’
financial interest in medical research studies, and their willingness to participate can be
significantly affected by these factors. If the purpose of informed consent is to respect
individual self-determination, it may be necessary to require disclosure of these information to
potential subjects.

AFMFERTIPHETZ- P D Page 15



Abstract

In the Name of “UK Biobank Model”: The Myth of the Governance

of Taiwan Biobank

Hung-En Liu

Assoc. Professor of Law
National Chengchi University, Taiwan

In 2005 Taiwan’s government decided to sponsor a Taiwan Biobank project conducted by the
Academia Sinica, Taipei. The project is expected to lead to the official development of a
national-level biomedical database that will in the long run store blood samples, genetic
information derived from them, and personal lifestyle information, with linkage to health data
and medical records, collected from 200,000 people aged 30-70 in three areas in Taiwan.
Different combinations of ethnic groups, Fukien, Hukka, and indigenous people, are targeted for
collection of biological samples. Though this project aroused some controversies in Taiwanese
society, compared with Iceland and UK experiences theses controversies seem less bitter, partly
because some researchers of Taiwan Biobank enjoy people's trust by falsely (though maybe
unintentionally) claiming that the governance of this project would follow the so-called “UK
Biobank Model.” This paper reveals the false claim by comparing the obvious differences
between the governance frameworks of Taiwan Biobank and UK Biobank, and it wishes to
demonstrate the fact that western concepts of bioethics, which is unfamiliar to an Asian society,
may sometimes become a convenient tool to “sell” a large-scale biomedical study by the
researchers in that society. Special attention is paid to some examples of conflict of interest
policy and its practice in Taiwan Biobank research. In the end, the author argues that Taiwan
Biobank should improve its information transparency and bring up more public discussion.
Meanwhile, there should be some more independent and effective control bodies to oversee the
sample collection, storage, and usage in the project.
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In the Name of “UK Biobank Model”’: The Myth of the

Governance of Taiwan Biobank

Hung-En Liu

Assoc. Professor of Law
National Chengchi University, Taiwan

In 2005 Taiwan’s government decided to sponsor a Taiwan Biobank project conducted by the
Academia Sinica, Taipei. The project is expected to lead to the official development of a
national-level biomedical database that will in the long run store blood samples, genetic
information derived from them, and personal lifestyle information, with linkage to health data
and medical records, collected from 200,000 people aged 30-70 in three areas in Taiwan.
Different combinations of ethnic groups, Fukien, Hukka, and indigenous people, are targeted
for collection of biological samples. Though this project aroused some controversies in
Taiwanese society, compared with Iceland and UK experiences theses controversies seem less
bitter, partly because some researchers of Taiwan Biobank enjoy people's trust by falsely
(though maybe unintentionally) claiming that the governance of this project would follow the
so-called “UK Biobank Model.”  This paper reveals the false claim by comparing the
obvious differences between the governance frameworks of Taiwan Biobank and UK Biobank,
and it wishes to demonstrate the fact that western concepts of bioethics, which is unfamiliar to
an Asian society, may sometimes become a convenient tool to “sell” a large-scale biomedical
study by the researchers in that society. Special attention is paid to some examples of
conflict of interest policy and its practice in Taiwan Biobank research. In the end, the author
argues that Taiwan Biobank should improve its information transparency and bring up more
public discussion. Meanwhile, there should be some more independent and effective control
bodies to oversee the sample collection, storage, and usage in the project.
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