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Russia’s party system and democr atization

Yung-Fang Lin*
Abstract

Democracy cannot be  consolidated  without an
institutionalized and competitive party system. Russia’s party
system has been dysfunctional, fragmented and floating since the
initiation of multi-party elections in 1993. A series of pro-Kremlin
“parties of power” backed by administrative resources campaigned
for every parliamentary election. The opposition parties have not
been effectively marginalized by the viast’ until the 2003 State
Duma elections, which saw the United Russia’s overwhelming
victory and caused concerns about the looming one-party
authoritarian rule. Dependent on political authority and lack of a
stable social base, an increasingly consolidated “party of power”
and the resulted less competitive party system will not contribute to

Russia’s democratization.
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