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Ethnic conflicts, genocides and civil wars as well as
the accompanying crimes against humanity and war
crimes have long been major focus on African
specialists. Before the 21st century, there was no
standing international mechanism to deal with
individuals who committed war crime. With the
introduction of the Rome Statute in 1998 and the
subsequent establishment of the International
Criminal Court (ICC) in 2002, those crimes can
finally be handled by an institution above the
national level. For African states that witnessed
genocide in Rwanda and bloody civil wars in Liberia
and Sierra Leone, the ICC and i1ts judicial process
are instruments of realizing justice and preventing
the recurrence of tragedies.

o \“.

However, of the eight cases handled by the ICC since
1ts establishment in 2002, all are from Africa. This
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will no doubt lead to the suspicion or even
accusation of '~ selective justice’ . African Union
was upset about Omar al Bashir, a sitting African
president, being issued an arrest warrant and it was
not pleased with the same request made by the United
Nations Security Council to the ICC. The newly-
elected president of Kenya, Uhuru Kenyatta, has also
been indicted and will face trial in the Hague in
February of 2014. Many Africans think Luis Moreno
Ocampo, the chief prosecutor of ICC a racist as he
only focuses on African cases. Has the ICC reputation
been tarnished in Africa to the extent that its
pursuit of convicting perpetrators of war crimes and
realization of justice can no longer be affirmed by
Africans? Will the succession of Fatou Bensuda of
Gambia to the chief prosecutor help to usher in a new
era that relations between African Union and ICC
finally move to a more positive direction?

Selective Justice, Rome Statute, International
Criminal Court, African Union
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Abstract:

Ethnic conflicts,
civil wars as well as the accompanying
crimes against humanity and war crimes

genocides and

have long been major focus on African
specialists. Before the 21st century,
there was no standing international
mechanism to deal with individuals who
committed war crime. With the



introduction of the Rome Statute in 1998
and the subsequent establishment of the
International Criminal Court (ICC) in
2002, those crimes can finally be
handled by an institution above the
national level. For African states that
witnessed genocide in Rwanda and
bloody civil wars in Liberia and Sierra
Leone, the ICC and its judicial process
are instruments of realizing justice and
preventing the recurrence of tragedies.

However, of the eight cases
handled by the ICC since its
establishment in 2002, all are from
Africa. This will no doubt lead to the
accusation  of

suspicion or even

“selective justice”. African Union was
upset about Omar al Bashir, a sitting
African president, being issued an arrest
warrant and it was not pleased with the
same request made by the United
Nations Security Council to the ICC.
The newly-elected president of Kenya,
Uhuru Kenyatta, has also been indicted
and will face trial in the Hague in
February of 2014. Many Africans think
Luis Moreno Ocampo, the chief
prosecutor of ICC a racist as he only
focuses on African cases. Has the ICC
reputation been tarnished in Africa to
the extent that its pursuit of convicting
perpetrators of war crimes and
realization of justice can no longer be
affirmed by Africans? Will the
succession of Fatou Bensuda of Gambia
to the chief prosecutor help to usher in a
new era that relations between African

Union and ICC finally move to a more
positive direction?

Keyword: Selective Justice, Rome
Statute, International Criminal Court,
African Union
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