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The Power Relations Analysis on lllegal Use of Lease

Forestlands in NTU Experimental Forest

BEEER Ai-Ching Yen ™ = Chien-Hao Lee ***

Abstract

The current study aims to examine the discrepancy between the Experimental
Forest of National Taiwan University (abbreviated as NTUEF) and its contracted
forest-farmers about the extent to which the farmers’ agricultural use of their leased
forestlands is deemed illegal. On one hand, NTUEF intends to impose a fine on the
forest-farmers, or, have them evicted, for whose agricultural activities in the leased
forestlands are considered breaching of contract. Some of the farmers who breach the
contract, on the other hand, regard their agricultural uses as conforming to the traits of
local bio-resources, and therefore, do not detriment the development of the forestry. In
addition, the famers contend that they have lived there for such a long time that they
have grown to love and respect the local natural environment; hence, an eco-friendly
production model has been adopted. Different interpretations concerning how the
forestland could be used between the two parties leads to conflicts.

To look into the opinions from both sides, the study adopts in-depth interview and
questionnaires. The gathered data are further analyzed based on Walck and Strong’s
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(2001) Structure of Power Relations to clarify the power relations between NTUEF and
the forest-farmers on illegal forestland use. The analysis leads the researcher to
conclude that 1. The inflexibility of such forest cultivating contract is inadequate for
proper management of the forestland. 2. The money received from planting trees only is
unsustainable for the forest-farmers. 3. The forest-farmers’ views on conservation are
divergent, and they cannot reach a consensus on the general conservational picture.
Through above findings the study comes up with three solutions which cover
environmental sustainability, economics and society. 1. Redraft the regulations in the
current contract, changing the landlord/tenant relationship to cooperative one. 2.
Considering the forest-farmers’ livelihood, NTUEF should adopt hierarchy of needs to
preserve the forestlands. 3. Form an organization gathering the local forest-farmers as a
whole community to conserve the forest.

Keywords : Experimental Forest of National Taiwan University, Lease Forestlands,
Power Relations, Illegal Use, contracted forestry farmers
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